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THE BIBLE OF THE REVOLUTION  
 
1. AITKEN, Robert  
The Holy Bible, containing the Old and New Testaments: newly translated out of the original tongues; and with the 
former translations diligently compared and revised.  Philadelphia: Robert Aitken,  1781-82. Two parts in one. 
12mo. (150 x 90 mm). Unpaginated (general title, A-Zz12, Aaa-Aaa5; A-Dd6). Title with woodcut 
vignettes within ornamental rules, text in 2 columns, printed in brevier type, separate title for the New 
Testament with printerõs woodcut monogram on verso. Complete with misprints reading ònotó for ònowó in 2 Kings 7:12; Hosea òvió misnumbered òviió; and 
òthy doctrineó for "óhe doctrineó in 1 Timothy 4:16. Contemporary calf with raised bands, boards slightly rubbed; moderate browning and staining as usual, 
scattered chips and edge tears with minor losses to text, New Testament title with loss to the lower right corner, printing flaw to D1 of the New Testament, 
lacking the rear free endpaper. Preserved in a brown morocco case. A fine, complete copy in a contemporary binding.  

 First edition of the famous Aitken Bible, the first complete Bible in English printed in America. Prior to 
the American Revolution, the British Crown held a monopoly on the publication of the English Bible and the 
colonies were supplied by the Royal Printer. Due to the British embargo on imported goods when the 
Revolution broke out Bibles became unobtainable in North America. Following the Declaration of Independence, 
Robert Aitken began production on an American edition of the New Testament. Meeting with success, he began 
work on the complete King James version. In January 1781, he petitioned the Continental Congress asking for 
their authorization, and on 10 September 1782 Congress passed a resolution endorsing the printing of a Bible by 
the Congressional printer Robert Aitken, and authorized him to publish their recommendation of his òpious and 
laudable undertaking ... in the manner he shall think proper.ó The Congressional resolution appears on the 
contents leaf following the general title.  
 Aitken (1734-1802) emigrated from Scotland to Philadelphia in 1769 and established himself as a 
publisher and bookseller, printing the popular Pennsylvania Magazine, and then as the official printer of 
Congress, printing its official journals. In his 1894 treatise on the subject, Wright states that òthe Aitken Bible is 
now the rarest of all early Bibles printed in America ... there are not more than fifty copies in existence.ó A more 
accurate census suggests that fewer than 100 copies have survived. Complete copies, however, are very much the 
exception, with many lacking the general title or terminal leaf and virtually all surviving copies are òfound in 
poor condition of paper, and with narrow marginsó (Evans). 
 Provenance: George Thomas, Jr. (contemporary signature on the front free endpaper); Laird U. Park Jr. 
(Sothebyõs New York, 29 November 2000, lot 23); The Jay T. Snider Collection (Bloomsbury, 19 November 

2008).  
 ESTC W4490; Evans 17473; Herbert 1283; Rumball-Petre, Americaõs First Bibles 
(1940), pp. 81-96; Sabin 5165.       $ 150,000.00 



HEAVILY ANNOTATED  
 
2. [ALDINE IMPRINT] CICERO, Marcus Tullius  
In hoc volumine haec continentur. Rhetoricorum ad C. Herennium lib. IIII. M. T. 
Ciceronis De inventione lib. II. De oratore ad Quintum fratrem lib. III. De claris ora-
toribus, qui dicitur Brutus lib. I ... De optimo genere oratorum praefatio quaedam. 
Venice: heirs of Aldo Manuzio & Andrea Torresano, October 1521. 8vo. 262 
leaves. *-**8 a-k8 l4 m-z8 A-G8 H10. Italic type, 39 lines. Later (18th or 19th 
century) vellum, spine with gilt decorations and black morocco label; interior 
exquisite. Significant annotations throughout. A beautiful copy from the li-
brary of Thomas Ashby Jr. with his book label on the paste-down. 
 The second Aldine edition of Ciceroõs rhetorical writings, a close 
reprint of the 1514 edition, including the preface in which Aldus complains 
that he was plagued by those interrupting his work. Cicero here promotes his 
five canons, or tenets, of rhetoric: invention, arrangement, style, memory, and 
delivery. Like the earlier edition, Andrea Torresano, who managed Aldusõ 
business following his death in 1515, provides the text of Aldusõ dedicatory 
letter to the scholar Andrea Navagero. The index of this edition is substantial-
ly expanded from the first printing. 
 Adams 1677; Ahmanson Murphy 207; Renouard 93:13.      $ 6500.00 

SATIRICAL LOOK AT TOURISTS  
 
3. ALHOY, Maurice  
Physiologie du voyageur. Paris: Aubert and 
Lavigne [1841].  16mo. Wood engravings 
throughout. Later cloth-backed marbled 
boards. 
 First edition, a satirical typology 
of tourists and travelers. The text opens 
with a historical account of travel modes 
across cultures, then describes different 
kinds of travelers: artists, students, vaga-
bonds, humanitarians, etc. Alhoy goes on to 
categorize train conductors and ship mates, 
along with the perils of traveling by train 
and sea. Each chapter includes humorous 
anecdotes poking fun at the French. For example, a description of a jour-
ney between Paris and Saint-Germain in which the travelers overcome all 
odds to arrive in time for dinner.    $ 450.00 



LIFE -SIZED 
 
4. ANATOMICAL ECOCHE (early nineteenth century). BECKERS, Johann (engraver) 
Four life-size anatomical ecoche, each in the form of a scroll, by the engraver Johann Beckers. Each scroll consists of engravings backed on linen with wooden 
poles (32 inches) at the head and foot. The scrolls depict as follows: 
1.  Frontal skeleton, signed, 71 x 26 inches 
2.  Frontal skeleton, unsigned, 73 x 28 inches 
3.  Rear view skeleton, signed, 69 x 26 inches 
4.  Rear view skeleton, unsigned, 71 x 28 inches 
 It is assumed that these scrolls were used to teach anatomy. It was not uncommon to use ecoche (from the Italian meaning òflayedó) in the form of 
drawings or three-dimensional sculptures as teaching tools; they had been created by Leonardo and earlier artists. We have been unable to locate any other 
copper-engraved scrolls similar to these from this early date. The Countway Library of the History of Medicine at Harvard has two life-sized copper 
engravings made by Antonius Cattani, circa 1780, after sculptures by Ercole Lelli. 
 Three of the four figures are later re-printed in Moritz Ignaz Weberõs Anatomischer Atlas des menschlichen Körpers in natürlicher Größe, Lage und 
Verbindung der Theile: in 84 Tafeln und erklärendem Texte (Düsseldorf: Arnz, 1830-32), several plates of which bear the signature of J. H. Beckers. The plates also 
show their influence on Albinusõs Tabulae sceleti et musculorum corporis humani (1747) and Paolo Mascagniõs Anatomia universa (1823-31), as well as 
Antommarchiõs rival edition of the Planches anatomiques (1823-26), all of which are promoted as òlife-sizeó but are in fact large folios. 
 Beckers (or Becker) was a little known copper plate engraver that flourished during the first decade of the eighteenth century.   
               The Set  $ 12,000.00 



DONõT BE AFRAID OF GHOSTS 
 
5. ANTOINE, Antoine  
Les petits peureaux.  Paris: Pierre Blanchard, 1818. 12mo. [ii], 173 pp. Additional 
engraved title with hand-colored vignette, and 5 striking hand-colored engraved 
plates including frontispiece. Contemporary publisherõs green cloth, title in gilt on 
spine; head and tail of spine bumped and nicked, upper joint split and weak but 
holding. The final leaf has an added date in pencil ôAugst 27th 1842õ suggesting 
that a young English student has completed reading the work. A later English 
ownership inscription, dated 1892, has been added in ink to the front paste-down. 
 Scarce second edition, seemingly extra illustrated; the first printing of 
1813 (titled Les Histoires Merveilleuses, ou le petit peureux) apparently had no 
illustrations. An entertaining work for both parents and young children, intended 

to dispel superstitious fear of ghosts, spirits and things 
that go bump in the night, by instilling in them the 
importance of reason and courage to confront irrational 
fears. The book is a collection of stories that revolve 
around the children of Monsieur and Madame de 
Verseuil, Albert, Victor and Cécile, and their governess 
Gertrude. The family had recently moved into an 
inherited gothic castle in Normandy, believed to be 
haunted, and it is not long before a series of òghostlyó 
events begin to terrify the children. In an attempt to quell their fears, 
the parents, together with the village priest, encourage the children to 
question the evidence of their senses, and to use rational analysis to 
establish the causes behind the òsupernaturaló phenomena they 
experience. One of the supposed spirits turns out to be nothing more 
than a simple bat. Further scary stories are thus analyzed and 
rationalized, until young Cécile finally announces to her mother that 
ghosts are only the product of a frightened imagination. The children 
have been transformed from petis peureux into petis intrépides.  
 This second edition bears a variant engraved frontispiece to 
that found in the first edition, though which also bears the caption Mr le 
curé va faire entrer le revenant (the priest is going to let the ghost in).  
 In the preface Antoine de Saint-Gervais (1776ð1836) claims 
that the noted philosopher John Locke suffered from a fear of the dark, 
on account of ghost stories told to him as a child by a servant. òIf even 
the great mind of Locke could be so affected, what hope for the rest of 
us.ó 
 OCLC locates only 1 copy of this edition in America (the 
Morgan Library).      SOLD 



 
OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIMENTS IN NATURAL HISTORY  

 
6. BACON, Francis 
Sylva sylvarum. (bound with ) New Atlantis.  London: Printed by John Haviland for 
William Lee, 1635. Two works in one. Folio. [xx], 260, [27]; [iv], 47, [3], [ii] 
pp. Complete with frontispiece portrait of the author and the uncommon second 
engraved title dated 1631, the tables and the recipe for gout in the first work, 
woodcut vignette on the title page of New Atlantis. Woodcut initials, head- and 
tailpieces, text within ruled borders. Contemporary calf, rebacked. 
 Fifth edition of Baconõs collection of exceedingly significant scientific 
experiments and observations on natural history, published posthumously by his 
personal chaplain, William Rawley. It was in this work that Bacon strove to 
separate his views of natural history from those of his contemporaries by building 
on a notion of the ònew scienceó rather than collecting pleasant pictures and 
descriptions. The second work is Baconõs highly acclaimed, yet unfinished, 
utopian novel, New Atlantis, which details the customs, people, society, and 
history of the fictitious island of Bensalem and the Salomon House, their 
cooperative college of science. The ònew scienceó described in this work, along 
with Baconõs other writings, was so influential that it eventually contributed to 
the formation of the Royal Society (DSB, I, p. 376 and generally pp. 372-377). 
 Bacon (1561-1626) was an English statesman, natural philosopher, and 
advocate of the inductive method in science. Ahead His new experimental method 
was to encompass an account of the current knowledge of the world with the new 
instruments where everyone would be capable of engaging in scientific 
investigation for the betterment of humankind.    $ 2500.00 

FOUNDATIONAL TEXT IN EMBRYOLOGY  
AND PLACENTAL BIOLOGY  

 
7. BAER, Karl Ernst von 
Untersuchungen Ueber Die Gefaessverbindung Zwischen Mutter und 
Frucht in den Saeugethieren.  Leipzig: J. B. Hirschfeld for Leopold 
Voss, 1828. Folio. [viii], 30 pp. Full-page etched plate in contempo-
rary hand color. Rare in the original 
publisherõs cloth with etched paper label 
affixed to the front panel, remains of 
spine label; minor foxing, overall in ex-
cellent condition. 
 First and only edition of this 
groundbreaking treatise on placental 
physiology. Building on his published 
discovery of the mammalian ovum the 
prior year, Baer here lays out his four 
laws on epigenetic embryology, which 
dictate that mammals develop their gen-
eral characteristics first and their special-
ized features later. This major step in 
research on fetal development addressed 
the issues of how the fetus is nourished 
and proved that the maternal blood cir-

culation and fetal blood circula-
tion are separate. His scientific 
findings effectively ended the 
theory of preformative embry-
onic development, thus aligning 
his theories with those of Dar-
win.  
 Baer (1792-1876) made 
a number of specific discoveries 
in vertebrate morphogenesis 
related to the development of 
specific organs or organ sys-
tems. He was the first to de-
scribe and name the five primary 
brain vesicles and made signifi-
cant advances in understanding 
the development and function of 
the extraembryonic membranes. 
       $ 3500.00 


