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THE SCIENCE OF PALMISTRY  
 
1. ANONYMOUS 
La Science curieuse, ou traité de chyromance.  Paris: François Clousier,  
1665. 4to. [viii], 212 pp. With 90 full-page engraved plates. Contem-
porary stiff vellum, manuscript spine title. Old bibliographic descrip-
tion and bookseller label affixed to the front pastedown. Some toning 
and foxing, but a good, complete copy in original condition. 
 First edition of this early and copiously illustrated manual of 
palm reading, òone of the best treatises of chiromancy of the 17th cen-

turyó (Dorbon, tr.) The text 
identifies and describes the sig-
nificance and placement of eve-
ry line found on the hands, 
providing instructions for tell-
ing fortunes and determining 
life span.  
 Divided into two parts, 
the first begins with a histori-
ography of palmistry that com-
piles information written by 
other authors followed by 25 
chapters about the science of 
palm reading and its connection 
to astrology. Each of the 28 
chapters in the second part is 
dedicated to a specific line. The 
90 engraved plates at the end of 
the book illustrate the lines on 
nearly 1400 hands with refer-
ence to specific page numbers in 
the text. 

 Even though this book went into many editions during the 
17th century, the author remained anonymous. Sabattini attributed it 
to the 16th-century occultist Jean Taisner, but other bibliographers 
have disputed the claim. 
 OCLC locates 4 copies in America (UCSF, Yale, Williams, 
Princeton). Caillet 10053; Sabattini 589; see Krivatsy 11671 and Dor-
bon 4478 (1667 ed.).     $ 3500.00 

GAMES, WITH CONSEQUENCES 
 
2. ANONYMOUS 
Recueil des plus jolis jeux de sociéte. Paris: Audot, 1818. 12mo. [iv], 164, 
24 pp. Engraved frontispiece, 11 full-page engraved plates. Contempo-
rary marbled blue wrappers, uncut. Old ownership inscription and 
bookseller label affixed to the verso of the front wrapper. Pencil notes 
on the plates. An excellent copy in original condition. 
 First edition of this collection of games and amusements for 
children. The text provides instructions for 56 different parlor games 
and 41 òpenances,ó or consequences for losers. The last chapter of the 
book describes Tangrams, a fashionable mathematics game from Chi-
na. The plates at the end are blank Tangrams to be completed by the 
reader, of which a previous owner has completed 4 in pencil.  The 
anonymous author states his intentions for the book in the Introduction: 
to encourage innocent amusement for young people with too much free 
time.   
 OCLC locates 3 copies in 
America (Yale, Indiana, Red-
wood).   $ 1250.00 



PRACTICAL ALCHEMY  
 
3. [BERNARD Le Trevisan]  
Le texte dõalchymie, et le songe-verd.  Paris: Laurent DõHoury, 1695. 12mo. 115, [2] 
pp. Full-page woodcut plate in contemporary hand color. Contemporary calf, spine 
and board edges gilt, edges marbled blue, blue silk marker; some light toning and a 
small marginal dampstain, otherwise a very nice copy.     
 Only edition of this uncommon alchemical manual. Divided into four parts, 
the first describes the philosopherõs stone and its material, the second advises the 
reader how to determine if a philosopherõs stone is genuine and where to find them, 
the third provides instructions on using the stone to create new material, and the 
fourth describes a dream the author had that gave him all this knowledge. This 
final part almost takes the form of science fiction wherein a bearded Sage travels 
with the author to other planets and exposes him to their terrestrial elements.  
 In the Preface, the author encourages the reader to use alchemy not only to 
enrich himself, but also to find cures and treatments for various illnesses. He calls 
upon the alchemists of the pastñAlbertus Magnus, Paracelsus, Basil Valentinñas 
well as the evangelists of the Bible to assist the amateurs in alchemical practice. 

 This text is attributed to Bernard le Trevisan, a fic-
tional 15th century alchemist often alluded to in other occult 
guides. Although later authors have furnished Bernard le 
Trevisan with a detailed biography, he is likely an amalgam-
ation of various persons involved in alchemy during the late 
Middle Ages.  
 Duveen 69; Caillet 1042 òtraité fort rareó; Ferguson II: 
433; not in Dorbon.    $ 6500.00 



THE FIRST MUG SHOTS  
 
4. BERTILLON, Alphonse  
La photographie judiciaire avec un appendeicer sur la classification et lõidentification anthropometriques.  Paris: Gauthier-
Villars et fils, 1890. 8vo. [iv], 115 pp. With 8 photographic plates, 7 with printed tissue guards and plate IV accom-
panied by a cut-out sheet, together with further engraved figures and diagrams in the text. Original bluecloth-
backed printed decorative boards, boards somewhat spotted and soiled, extremities and corners bumped and lightly 
worn; minor browning mostly due to paper quality, 1 leaf a bit loose, minor worming, otherwise a fine copy of a rare 
book. 
 First edition of this exposition on forensic photography and Bertillon's identification system. La pho-
tographie judiciare is a practical and detailed guide for professional photograohpers on how to take police, as opposed 
to commercial, photographs. 
 The method is based on the calculation that by taking 14 measurements (height, foot length, hand, ear, fore-
arm, bridge of the nose, distance between the eyes, etc.) on any individual, there is only a one in 286 million chance 
of finding the same measurements on another individual. The Bertillon system, with its measurements, used anthro-
pometric photography, also known as "front/profile" photography, descriptive reports called "spoken portraits," and descriptions of physical 
markings (scars, tattoos, moles, etc.). 
 Bertillon had developed his identification system while working in the Paris Prefecture de Police. The information, which included photo-
graphs as well as fingerprints, facial and body measurements, was recorded on a fiche, which could be systematically filed and cross-indexed. Be-
cause photography was constantly in the process of being upgraded with new technology and tripods became unnecessary, Bertillon noted in the 
present work that he could foresee a time òwhen all police officers will be equipped with a small instant photography device.ó  
 This seminal manual, remarkably clear, covers not only the identification of criminals but also the first photographs of what we now call 
crime scenes. Bertillonõs protocols became and remain the standard of police photographic methods. 
 Bertillon (1853-1914), the son of medical professor Louis Bertillion, was a French criminologist and anthropologist who created the first 
system of record keeping that police could use to identify criminals.        $ 3000.00 




