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HEDGEHOG  COUSIN WITH A BIG BITE  
 
1. ALLEN, Glover M[orrill]  
Solenodon Paradoxus.  Cambridge: Printed for the Museum, 1910. 4to. [iv], 53, [1] pp., including separate 
title to Vol. XL of the Memoirs and title page, plus tipped in errata. With 9 full page plates (3 color litho-
graphs and 6 line drawings). Each plate is accompanied by a descriptive leaf. Original printed wrappers 
bound into full green cloth, spine with gilt title; an excellent copy overall. 

First edition of Volume XL of the Memoirs of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard Col-
lege. An in-depth treatise on the Solenodon, a genus of venomous, nocturnal, burrowing, insectivorous 
mammals belonging to the family Solenodontidae. There are two living species, Solenodon paradoxus, 
from Haiti and the Dominion Republic, and Solenodon Cubanus from Cuba. According to Allen, the spe-
cies was first studied in 1833 by the curator Johann Friedrich von Brandt from the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, who named it (Solenodon means ògrooved teethó) (see Brandtõs work at Number   below). 

Allen (1879-1942) was an American zoologist, who while a student at Harvard published The 
birds of Massachusetts and A list of the birds of New Hampshire, afterwards becoming Curator of Mammals in 
the Museum of Comparative Zoology. He was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences in 1915 and was president of the American Society of Mammalogists from 1927 to 1929.  
           $ 100.00 



SWEET BIRDS OF INDIA  
 
2. BAKER, Stuart 
Indian pigeons and doves.  London: Whiterby & Co., 1913. 4to. xv, [i], 260 
pp., including half-title and index. With chromolithographed frontispiece 
and 26 colored plates after Grönvold and Lodge. Contemporary half mo-
rocco over cloth boards, gilt lettering on spine, some wear to hinges and 
corners, otherwise a very clean copy with the bookplate of the Van Oosten 
Foundation Ornithological Library. 

First edition of this fascinating work on Indian ornithology, in-
tended for the most part as a reference guide for sportsmen. It is an in-
depth insight into pigeon and doves of the region, offering a detailed de-
scription of the genera and species, synonymy and vernacular names, and a 
full description of male, female and young of each, as well as their distribu-
tion, genera, habits, etc. 

Baker (1864-1944) was one of the most eminent exponents Indian 
ornithology. After being educated at Trinity College he entered the Indian 
Police Force in 1883, rising to the rank of Inspector-General. He spent 

most of his service in Assam, 
which provided him with the 
great opportunity of observ-
ing the wildlife (of interest, 
he lost an arm while hunting 
panthers there). He collected 
birds and wrote not only 
about ducks, but game birds 
and fauna of the area.  
Nissen, IVB 66; Zimmer 
p.36  $ 400.00 



GAME -BIRDS 
 
3. BAKER, Stuart 
The game-birds of India, Burma and Ceylon.  London: John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, 1921-1930. Three volumes. 4to. xvi, 340; xvi, 328; x, 341 pp., including half-
titles and illustrated additional titles. With 60 colored plates after Grönvold, Lodge and Keulemans, 15 black and white plates and 2 maps. Original half-
morocco over cloth boards, spines of Volumes I and II different color, gilt lettering on spine, marbled endpapers. An enjoyable copy with the stamp of Pesha-
war Club Library on the verso of some plates. 

Second edition of this classic work of Indian ornithology. The first edition of 1908 was based on updated and edited articles which appeared first in 
the Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society. The popularity of the work resulted in this expanded printing with additions, corrections and material on new 
species and their geographical distribution. Some of the plates of the first edition have been replaced by better ones in this second edition; indeed, the present 
work is essentially a new one since it òadds a considerable amount of matter not obtainable by me when writing in Indiaó (Introduction to Vol I). The first vol-
ume is devoted to the duck, the second to snipes, bustards and sand-grouse and the third to pheasants and bustard-quail. A unique in-depth insight into these 
birdsõ world.  
Casey Wood, p. 218.               $ 650.00  



 

HUNTING IN INDIA  
 
4. BALDWIN, Captain John Henry  
The large and small game of Bengal and the North-Western provinces of India.  London: Henry S. King & Co., 
1876. 8vo. xxiv, 380 pp., including half-title, plus 4 pages publisherõs advertisements. Frontispiece plate 
(detached) with tissue guard, text illustrations. Contemporary cloth, worn, title in gilt with decoration on 
front cover; interior uncut. 
First edition of a scarce work on hunting in India written by an observer and lover of nature. Baldwin, a 
Captain in the British Army stationed in India, recounts his experiences hunting for tiger in the Terai, As-
sam, and Mirzapore regions, and additional hunts for panther, bear, buffalo and various deer species. He pro-
vides in-depth descriptions of animals such as the leopard, red lynx, hyaena, wild dog, Indian elephant, Indi-
an rhinoceros, and antelope, among many others, sufficient certainly to hunt. The second part of the work 
examines Indiaõs sporting bird species. Almost every animal he describes had fallen to his own rifle. The il-
lustrations of Himalayas have been engraved from his own drawings.    $ 600.00 



OUTSIDE THE GLASS  
 
5. BEEBE, W.   
A monograph of the pheasants.  London: New York Zoological Society by Witherby & Co., 1918-1922. Four volumes. Folio. With 90 colored plates of birds by 
Thorburn, Lodge, Grönvold and others, 88 photogravure plates of habitats and scenery and 20 distribution maps. All tissue guards present. Original cloth, ti-
tle in gilt on cover and spine; an excellent set. 

First edition of one of the earliest definitive studies of pheasants in their natural habitats. Only 600 copies were printed of this splendid book on birds, 
our copy being number 555. òThe material for this admirable work on pheasants was collected by the author from, among other sources, his study of the collec-
tions of type specimens in the museums of London, Tring, Paris, Berlin and on journey of several monthsõ duration to South and East Asia.  He, thus, had an 
opportunity of studying these birds in their natural habitats . . . The plates are beautifully and accurately reproducedó (Anker).  

Anker, 31; Nissen IVB, 84; Casey Wood, 228.            $ 5500.00 


