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ILLUMINATED ISLAMIC DEVOTIONAL MANUSCRIPT  
MANUAL OF PRAYER FOR THE HAJJ  

 
 
1. (ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT). AL -JAZULI, Abu ôAbdallah 
Muhammad ibn Sulayman.   
Kitab Dalaõil al-Khairat wa Shawariq al-Anwar fi Dhikr al-Salah ôala al-
Nabi al-Mukhtar. [ The Guide to Blessings and the Advent of Light in Blessing 
the Chosen Prophet].  Persia: 1220 A.H. (circa 1805). 12mo. 86 illuminated 
vellum leaves. Full-page views of Medina (14v) and Mecca (15r) with the 
Kaõba clearly visible in the latter. Contemporary full paneled red goat-

skin with central black goatskin inlays, 
elaborately gilt-tooled spine and boards 
with matching fore-edge guard, gilt-
paneled red goatskin doublures and free 
endpapers, burnished and decorated 
flyleaves. Housed in original corre-
sponding full gilt-tooled red goatskin 
pull-off case with red maker ribbon, 
custom clamshell box and chemise. In-
terior generally quite clean, illumina-
tions bright and beautiful. A superb 
specimen of Islamic calligraphy, from a 

time when printing was still a rarity in the Islamic world. 
 A beautiful illuminated manuscript in Arabic of the well-
known handbook of rituals and prayers associated with the Muslim pil-
grimage to Mecca and Medina, executed on burnished vellum, elegantly 
bound in elaborately gilt-decorated goatskin with coordinating fore-edge 
guard and pull-off case. The Dala'il al-Khayrat is the first major book in 
Islamic history which compiled litanies of peace and blessings upon Mu-
hammad. It is also the most popular and most universally acclaimed col-
lection of litanies asking God to bless him. 
 The Hajj is òone of the five pillars of Islam, a duty ordered in the 
Qurõan: òPilgrimage to the House (of Allah) is a duty men owe to Allah, 
for those who find a way thereto.ó The Hajj has a strong emotional ap-
peal and great symbolic value in demonstrating the international solidar-
ity of all Muslims. I t is said to bring great blessings and a common 
greeting to a returned pilgrim is òMay your pilgrimage be blessed and 
your sins forgiven.ó This devotional work by al-Jazuli (d. 1465) reminds 
pilgrims and other readers of the importance of prayer and its benefits. 
Furthermore, it renders such prayers in a manner facilitating memoriza-
tion.        $ 45,000.00 



AN ABSOLUTELY EXQUISITE AND COMPLETE  
ARMENIAN ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT GOSPELS  

 
2. Armenian Illuminated Gospels (Tetraevangelion).  [Armenia or the Armenian ecclesiastical sphere, 17th century]. Small-format manuscript on vellum. Folio, 
250 leaves. With 10 full-page hand-painted color miniatures. Written in a neat Armenian bolorgir-style in two columns, with rubrication and frequent use of 
gold. Multiple highly decorated canon-tables and concordance tables, several pages with framed architectural headpieces in pink, blue, orange, and gold, with 

birds, flowers, trees, and bust-length sacred figures. Contemporary full morocco fitted with a classic Armenian repoussé silver 
binding for a Gospel consistent with 17th-century Armenian ecclesiastical metalwork, likely produced in a monastic or regional 
workshop. The front cover depicts the Crucifixion of Christ, the rear a depiction of the Resurrection but the more specifically 
Eastern Christian image of The Anastasis (Harrowing of Hell). It shows Christ standing triumphantly over a broken structure 
(the gates of Hell) holding a cross-staff banner (symbol of victory over death) and beneath his feet a prostrate figure (often Death 
or Satan). The 10 miniatures represent a complete theological and liturgical narrative from Incarnation to the founding of the 
Church. 
 A notably rich example of the Armenian Gospel tradition, an illuminated codex made to be seen, handled, and venerated. 
The manuscript contains the Letter of Eusebius to Carpianus, the Canon Tables, and then the four canonical Gospels, each intro-
duced by prefatory material and decorated openings. With painted narrative miniatures, ornamental programs, and carefully hi-
erarchized text, this manuscript was undoubtedly one of great ceremonial and devotional ambition. The four Gospels were 
among the most frequently copied, most lavishly decorated, and most continuously used books in Armenian Christian culture. 
The present manuscript is especially appealing because it preserves both the pictorial cycle and the working life of the object it-
self. The binding is especially spectacular; it is a highly desirable and collectible form of Armenian bookbinding, especially as 
both covers as well as the clasps (in the form of arms) are beautiful and intact.    $ 125,000.00 





 

ST. AUGUSTINEõS LESSER-KNOWN WORKS  
 
3. AUGUSTINE, Saint [edited by Thaddeus Ugoletus]  
Plurima opuscula Sancti Augustini.  [colophon:] Venice, Peregrinus de 
Pasqualibus Bononiensis, 10 November 1491. 4to. 133 leaves (of 134, with-
out final blank), 54 lines and headline, double column, gothic letter, 1 page 
printed in red and black, capital spaces, some with guide letters, later pen-
trial and ownership inscription òCarmelitanum Montiscalarisóon title. Mod-
ern calf, gilt decoration on boards, spine in columns with gilt decorations.  
 This is a collection of various treatises by Saint Augustine. Several 
editions were published under this title, the first in 1489, but almost all dif-
fer from one another. Some of the works here are considered Augustineõs 
òminoró works (in terms of length only, not in content). Included are: De 
opere monachorum  (On the work of monks), in which Augustine discusses the 
monastic vocation and life of monks, and expounds on the famous maxim 
òora et laboraó (òpray and workó); De moribus ecclesie Catholicæ (Of the customs 
of the Catholic Church), a response to Manichean doctrine of dualistic cosmol-
ogy; De libero arbitrio (On free choice of the will), an important epistemological 

treatise; and De magistro 
(On the teacher), a dia-
logue between Augus-
tine and his son in which 
Augustine, pondering 
how knowledge occurs 
in a fallen world, pro-
poses his doctrine of the 
òinternal teacher,ó Jesus 
Christ, and more gener-
ally explores the nature 
of education and the role 
of the teacher.  Goff A-
1222; Hain 1953. 
 $ 5500.00 
 
 

DISCOVERY OF THE HUMAN OVUM  
 
4. BAER, Karl Ernst von 
De ovi mammalium et hominis genesi epistolam ad Academiam Imperialem Scien-
tairum Petropolitanam.  Leipzig: Leopold Voss, 1827. 4to. [viii], 40, [2] pp. 
With half-title, corrigenda, and 1 full-page hand-coloured engraved plate. 
Contemporary half calf over marbled boards; a fine copy on bright white 
paper. 
 First edition of Baerõs famous discovery of the mammalian ovum, a 
classic in the history of embryology. òThe notion that all animals come from 
eggs was pronounced by Harvey, and de Graaf proclaimed that the follicle 
named after him was really the mammalian egg. It remained for Baer to plot 
the course of ovulation and fertilisation from its later stages back to the 
ovary and there to identify the minute cell which was the ovum. These dis-
coveries were published in the present paperó (PMM). 
 Dibner 196; G&M 477; Horblit,9b; PMM 288.        $ 17,500.00 
 


